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This  afternoon  Acting  Sec&et^y^f  ^\gr,i culture  True  Morse  announced  the 
general  provisions  of  th<fe  Soil  Band's  1953  Acreage  Reserve  Program  and  explained 
how  it  will  apply  to  the  winter  wheat  crop  which  will  he  planted  this  fall. 
You  can  get  the  details  and  also  how  it  will  apply  on  individual  farms  in  your 
part  of  the  country  from  your  county  ASC  office. 

Winter  Wheat  First  in  '58  Program 

The  sign-up  period  for  winter  wheat  is  scheduled  to  open  August  26  and 
close  October  h  of  this  year.    During  that  period,  all  farmers  who  have  an 
"old  farm"  wheat  acreage  allotment  for  '  5;3,  and  who  usually  grow  winter  wheat 
will  he  eligible  to  sign  an  Acreage  Reserve  agreement  with  their  county  ASC 
committee.    Before  signing  an  agreement,  and  at  least  15  days  before  the  end 
of  the  sign-up  period,  each  wheat  farmer  has  to  furnish  his  county  ASC  committee 
with  the  production  history  and  other  information  needed  to  establish  a  "farm 
Soil  Bank  Base"  for  the  farm.    The  "national"  average  rate  for  the  '5©  Acreage 
Reserve  will  be  $20.88  per  acre  -  with  available  wheat  price  supports  averaging 
$1.78  a  bushel.    If  more  acreage  is  offered  than  can  be  accepted  within  the 
money  available  for  the  wheat  Acreage  Reserve  program,  preference  will  be 
given  to  those  farmers  who  first  sign  applications.    As  Secretary  Morse  pointed 
out  the  primary  objective  of  the  Acreage  Reserve  is  to  help  cut  down  the 
accumulated  surpluses. 

St.  Lawrence  Seaway  Trade  Analyzed 

After  studying  Great  Lakes  shipping  problems  and  analyzing  the  short-run 
potentials  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway,  our  USDA  marketing  and  transportation 
experts  see  little  immediate  and  material  changes  in  existing  transportation 
channels  for  farm  products  from  the  U.S.  when  the  Seaway  is  completed.  They 
think  the  Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence  route  will  remain  primarily  an  inland 
waterway.    Apparently,  it  won't  provide  a  lower  cost  service  between  the 
Mid-Uest  and  the  eastern  seaboard.    They  say  it  is  a  valuable  transport  artery 
for  bulk  commodities,  such  as  iron  ore,  coal,  petroleum,  and  grain  -  but  this 
won't  be  new.    They  estimate  that  this  route  will  play  a  growing  part  in 
transportation  for  both  Canada  and  U.S.    Over  a  longer  period,  they  see 
possibilities  that  existing  channels  of  trade  for  U.S.  agricultural  production 
may  gradually  shift.    Location  of  processing  facilities  may  also  gradually 
shift.    These  specialists  have  examined  the  entire  route,  considered  that  the 
shipping  season  is  no  more  than  8  months  long,  and  weighed  the  possibility 
that  the  Uelland  Canal  may  become  a  serious  bottleneck.    They  note  that  channel 
depths  of  27  feet  and  many  locks  and  tolls  will  make  this  a  comparatively 
shallow,  slow  and  expensive  route  for  ocean-going  ships. 
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New  Basic  Research  Labs  Projected 

ARS  Adm'r  Byron  Shaw  has  advised  his  division  directors  of  a  new  venture  - 
which  he  calls  "pioneering  research  laboratories."    These  new  set-ups  will 
provide  for  research  that  is  not  aimed  at  specific,  practical  problems.  They 
will  aim  to  discover  facts  and  principles  and  develop  theories.    Their  leaders 
will  be  eminent  scientists  dedicated  to  basic  research  and  promising  younger 
persons  of  great  capacity.    They  will  have  associated  with  them  workers  to 
carry  out  the  research  they  plan  and  they  will  not  be  asked  to  assume  any 
administrative  responsibility.    Although  basic  research  on  everyday  problems 
will  continue  as  an  essential  part  of  the  regular  work,  these  specially 
selected  scientists  will  devote  themselves  to  investigations  on  the  frontiers 
of  agricultural  science.    Many  folks  have  complained  that  lack  of  this  type  of 
basic  exploration  cuts  down  the  chances  of  finding  lasting  answers  to  many  of 
the  more  immediately  practical  problems.    Dr.  Shaw  considers  the  pioneering 
research  laboratories  may  well  be  one  of  the  most  significant  developments  for 
both  researchers  and  farmers.    He  will  announce  the  laboratories  as  they  are 
established. 

Most  Farmers  Buy  Used  Tractors 

USDA  and  the  Department  of  Commerce  this  week  cooperated  in  issuing  a 
Census  Report  on  the  tractors  farmers  bought  new  and  used  in  1955*    In  '55 
U.S.  farmers,  North,  South,  and  West,  bought  nearly  600,000  wheel  tractors. 
About  three-fifths  of  those  they  bought  were  used  tractors.    In  the  North 
farmers  bought  16  wheel  tractors  per  100  farms.    In  the  West,  13.    And  in  the 
South  10  wheel  tractors  per  100  farms.    The  country  over,  farmers  traded  in  or 
sold  about  half  as  many  wheel  tractors  as  they  bought. 

Aim  to  Cut  Pasture  Costs 

In  cooperation  with  experiment  stations  in  several  States,  USDA  researchers 
are  trying  to  find  ways  to  cut  the  high  costs  of  preparing,  fertilizing,  and 
seeding  pasture  land,  and  why  so  many  pasture  seedlings  fail.    From  preliminary 
tests  during  the  past  several  years,  they  have  found  that  success  of  pasture 
seedlings  depends  on  such  things  as  the  preparation  and  firmness  of  the  seed- 
bed, depth  of  seed  planting,  where  the  seed  and  fertilizer  are  placed  in 
relation  to  each  other,  firmness  of  the  soil  around  the  seed,  row  spacing  of 
drilled  seed,  etc.    They  are  convinced  it  is  possible  to  establish  good  stands 
with  one-half  the  seed  and  one-third  the  fertilizer  commonly  considered 
necessary.    This  research  is  going  ahead  and  more  States  are  showing  an  interest 
in  getting  in  on  it.    Such  research  is  considered  especially  important  to 
farmers  taking  part  in  the  Conservation  Reserve  of  the  Soil  Bank  Program 
because  they  get  payments  to  about  four-fifths  of  the  cost  of  establishing  a 
cover  the  first  year.    But  if  the  first  seeding  fails,  they  have  to  stand  the 
cost  of  establishing  pasture  crops  in  later  years. 

Support  Price  for  '57  Rice  Crop 

Yesterday  the  Department  announced  that  the  national  average  support 
price  for  '57  crop  rough  rice  will  run  $^.72  per  cwt.,  which  is  82  percent 
of  parity.    The  law  provides  a  formula  for  determining  rice  price  support 
within  a  75  to  90  percent  of  parity  range  depending  on  the  supply  of  rice. 
Price  support  is  available  to  rice  farmers  who  plant  within  their  acreage 
allotments  and  so  are  within  their  marketing  quotas  approved  in  a  referendum 
last  December. 
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Giant  Machine  Speeds  Cane  Harvest 

In  the  August  issue  of  " Agricultural  Research"  ARS  engineers  report  their 
success  in  experiments  at  Houma,  La.,  with  a  huge  new  harvester  for  sugarcane. 
They  say  their  machine  cuts  the  standing  stalk,  tops  it,  strips  it  of  leaves 
and  places  it  into  a  wagon  ready  for  hauling  to  the  mill  -  all  in  a  few  seconds. 
In  doing  this,  the  two-man  machine  crew,  together  with  tractor  drivers  hauling 
wagons,  perform  operations  that  usually  take  a  large  crew  3  to  7  days.  With 
the  usual  methods,  the  cane  loses  $4  to  $10  an  acre  in  value  per  acre  per  day. 
The  engineers  plan  further  field  tests  before  releasing  the  machine  for 
commercial  production.    It  weighs  15,000  pounds  and  costs  $18,000  to  make,  but 

they  estimate  the  harvest  economies  justify  the  price  In  the  first  of 

three  articles,  researchers  tell  in  the  same  issue  how  the  USDA,  state  and 
local  specialists  now  operate  as  a  team  on  a  full-scale,  peacetime  basis  to 
help  prevent  any  foreign  livestock  and  plant  pests  and  diseases  from  coming 
into  our  country.    At  the  same  time,  they  stand  ready  to  go  into  action  to 
meet  danger  of  radioactive  fallout  and  entry  and  spread  of  diseases  and 

parasites  in  an  emergency  Other  articles  discuss  the  latest  findings 

in  blackhead  in  turkeys;  faulty  ensiling  methods;  new  standard  methods  of 
cook-testing  rice  for  breeding  purposes;  and  a  number  of  other  developments. 

Outlook  for  Hay  and  Grain  Feed 

This  week  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  estimated  farmers  will  harvest  a 
record  large  hay  crop  this  year.    The  whole  country  considered,  they'll  have 
a  few  less  hay-eating  animals  to  feed.    Most  pastures  are  good.    As  for  grains, 
the  corn  crop  prospects  look  the  poorest  in  six  years.    Although  oats,  barley, 
and  grain  sorghums  may  yield  larger  crops,  the  Board  expects  total  feed  grains 
to  be  down  a  little  from  last  year.    However,  enough  feed  grains  will  be  added 
to  this  season's  carry-over  stocks  to  more  than  offset  the  decrease  in  total 
feed  grain  crops  this  year.    So  it  now  looks  as  if  our  total  supplies  of  feed 
grains  for  the  year  ahead  will  reach  a  new  high. 

New  Inspection  for  Fresh  Produce 

USDA  has  revised  its  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  inspection  service  to 
provide  continuous  inspection  at  shipping  points  and  at  terminal  markets.  This 
will  give  the  shipper  and  prepacker  a  closer  quality  control  as  U.S.  inspectors 
will  be  on  hand  at  all  times  to  inspect  and  certify  as  to  grades.    This  type 
of  continuous  inspection  has  heretofore  been  in  operation  in  meat  packing, 
poultry  processing,  canning  plants,  etc.,  but  this  is  its  first  extension  to 
fresh  fruits  and  vegetables.    This  service  provides  for  USDA  approval  of  plant, 
operating  equipment  and  procedures,  and  sanitary  facilities.    To  get  this 
service  the  applicant  has  to  sign  a  contract  that  specifies  the  cost  and 
conditions  under  which  the  service  will  be  provided.  .  .  .Today  the  Federal 
Register  is  expected  to  publish  a  proposal  for  higher  quality  standards  for 

apples  for  export  Speaking  of  conservation,  the  l8-man  Advisory 

Committee  on  Soil  and  Water  Conservation,  with  four  new  members  announced  this 

week  to  fill  vacancies,  will  meet  in  Washington,  October  9-10-11  At 

its  recent  meeting,  the  10-State  Great  Plains  Council  made  plans  to  encourage 
all  Great  Plains  people  -  urban  as  well  as  rural  -  to  study  local  problems 
and  to  help  adapt  agricultural  programs  to  Great  Plains  conditions.    The  G-P 
town  and  country  people  would  have  the  help  of  the  local  advisory  committees 
in  doing  this.    The  Council  also  developed  plans  for  a  10-State  Extension 
Service  workshop  on  G-P  problems  this  fall. 


Coming  to  the  Nets  August  5-10 

On  the  Clear  Channel  stations  for  the  weekend  August  10  Hollis  Seavey 
and  USDA  officials  will  discuss  the  "1957  Soil  Bank  Wheat  Acreage  Reserve", 

On  the  "American  Farm  News"  for  Aug.  10,  over  the  ABNetwork,  Dr.  Clarence. 
Hoffman,  of  USDA  Research,  will  discuss  "Systemic  (Biter-gets-Bit)  Insecticides. 

On  the  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  Aug.  10,  over  NBC,  Milt  Bliss  will 
feature  "The  ^Oth  Anniversary  of  the  Washington  State  Farmers'  Co-ops"  and  also 
present  a  USDA  home  segment  from  "The  Nutritional  Conference  at  Blacksburg,  Va." 

The  USDA  TV  program  package  for  mailing  Aug.  8  will  include  a  10-photo- 
and-script  story  of  "Control  of  Fire  Ants".    This  is  that  unsocial  social  pest  , 
the  fast  spread  of  which  has  stung  many  farmers  into  action  and  alarmed  many 
others  as  to  how  far  it  may  go. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Yesterday  Don  Dean,  WABJ,  Adrian,  Mich. ,  who  has  been  farm  "broadcasting 
since  1939  >  moved  into  the  front  office  to  "become  station  manager.  Congrats, 
Don.1    Congratulations  to  his  farm  audience,  too.    Don  assures  us  he  will 

continue  his  two  farm  programs  a  day,  as  in  the  past  Mardi  Liles,  WFLA, 

Tampa,  just  hack  from  his  vacation  in  the  wilds  of  Myakka  River  (Fla. )  State 
Park,  is  already  planning  to  see  us  all  at  the  NATRFD  meeting  and  National  h-E 
Club  Congress  in  Chicago,  next  fall.    Meanwhile,  he's  doing  his  usual  market 
and  news  summary  on  TV  at  7:55  a.m.  Monday  thru  Friday  and  his  Mon.  thru  Fri. 
radio  shoir  12:05  "to  1  p.m.    He  summarizes  for  the  week  with  film  Sat.  7:30  to 

8  a.m.  Fortunato  "Lucky"  Teho,  Ext.  Visual  Aids  Supervisor,  who 

produces  and  voices  Hawaii's  only  daily  farm  newscast,  reports  good  progress 
with  extension  on  radio  and  TV  over  KGBM,  Honolulu,  and  KHBC  in  Hilo.  The 
program  is  sponsored.    "Lucky"  sends  "Mahalo  and  Aloha  from  the  Islands"  and 
a  picture  of  himself  and  station  executives  at  the  mike  sweet-talking  the 

sugar  planters  This  Sat.,  Norm  Kraeft,  WGN-TV,  "RFD  Chicagoland" 

plans  to  interview  architect  Frank  Lloyd  Wright  on  "The  Farm  Home  of  the 
Future"  Emil  "Farmer"  Bill,  WMBD,  Peoria,  expects  to  begin  tele- 
casting his  radio  farm  program  this  fall.    He  plans  to  do  a  simulcast  in  the 

early  morning  Lloyd  Williams,  former  Ext.  TV  specialist  in  Vermont, 

since  Apr.  '56  with  FAS  here,  is  heading  for  Manila  to  become  our  Ass't 
Agricultural  Attache  there  -  Lloyd  had  been  in  RFD  circles  in  New  England  for 

a  dozen  years  John  McKenzie,  formerly  of  KBET,  is  now  with  KCRA-TV, 

Sacramento.    He  has  a  daily  farm  program  at  5:^0  p.m.  and  is  interested  in 
learning  hovr  other  TFDs  handle  their  market  and  farm  news  segments.    We  would 
like  to  know,  too. 


P.S.    In  its  quarterly  review  of  the  National  Food  Situation,  AMS  estimates 
that  with  employment  and  consumer  incomes  likely  to  be  high,  demand  for  food 
in  this  country  will  remain  strong  and  retail  food  prices  in  the  coming  months 
will  likely  continue  moderately  higher  than  last  year. 


Sincerely, 


Layhe  Beaty,  Chief/ 
Radio  C;  Television  Service 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


U.  S.  i>tPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


August  9;  1957 
Letter  No.  73l 


Yesterday  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  released  the  first  official  estimate 
of  the  1957  cotton  crop.    This  estimate  is  set  at  11,897,000  hales,  or  11  per- 
cent below  last  year's  crop.    The  reduction  is  partly  due  to  lateness  of  the 
crop  in  some  areas,  and  to  dry  weather  and  weevil  infestation  in  others.  Final 
loan  rates  for  the  1957  crop  have  been  announced  at  an  average  of  28.81  cents 
per  pound.    This  is  slightly  higher  than  the  advance  minimum  rate  announced 
last  winter. 

ACP  Procram  for  1958  Announced 

The  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  for  1958  was  assured  today  through 
an  announcement  by  Acting  Secretary  of  Agriculture  True  D.  Morse.    This  program 
for  sharing  the  cost  of  approved  conservation  practices  with  farmers  and  ranch- 
ers will  be  about  the  same  as  the  1957  program.    One  change  however,  is  the 
raising  of  the  maximum  cost  share  that  any  one  person  may  receive.  The 
previous  maximum  was  $1,500,  and  it  has  been  raised  to  $2,500.    State  and  county 
ASC  committees  will  administer  the  program  as  in  the  past.    Congress  has 
authorized  $250  million  for  the  1958  program. 

European  Trade  Fair  Exhibits 

Market  promotion  exhibits  will  be  provided  at  a  group  of  international 
trade  fairs  in  Europe  this  fall  through  the  joint  efforts  of  USDA's  Foreign 
Agriculture  Service  and  the  Department  of  Commerce.    The  largest  display  will 
be  at  the  Amiga  (Liberal  translation:  Different  foods  on  display)  Trade  Fair 
in  Cologne,  Germany,  Sept.  28-0ct.  5.    A  complete  U.S.  pavilion  will  be  set 
up  to  include  exhibits  of  fruit,  grains,  tobacco,  frozen  foods,  and  other 
agricultural  products.    Another  large  exhibit  will  be  in  the  fair  at  Zagreb, 
Yugoslavia,  Sept.  7-22.    It  will  consist  of  a  supermarket  patterned  after  the 
FAS- sponsored  supermarket  exhibit  in  Rome  last  year,  and  will  be  housed  in  a 
new  permanent  building  jointly  financed  by  the  USDA  and  the  Dept.  of  Commerce. 
FAS  will  also  assist  with  an  agricultural  exhibit  at  Salonika,  Greece,  Sept. 
1-22.    This  exhibit  will  feature  livestock  feed  concentrates  and  feed  grains. 
Plans  are  underway  for  a  dairy  exhibit  at  Izmir,  Turkey,  Aug.  20-Sept.  20. 
This  will  include  limited  sampling  of  recombined  milk  and  ice  cream. 
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RDP  Looking-Up  at  Grass  Roots 

Jack  Towers  and  RDP's  Joe  Doherty  have  just  collected  on  tape  some 
close-up  views  of  the  Rural  Development  Program  from  the  local  level.  County 
agents  and  other  local  leaders  in  five  pilot  counties  in  four  States;  Wisconsin, 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  West  Virginia,  tell  about  their  community  aims  and  progress 
so  far.    Joe  emcees  the  individual  reports  and  provides  the  connective  tissue. 
The  local  folks  say  their  counties  are  steering  mainly  toward  getting  new 
industries  into  their  neighborhood  and  emphasizing  trades  and  industrual  educa- 
tion for  more  of  their  young  people.    The  composite  tape  runs  twelve  minutes. 
Can  you  use  it? 

'57  Yearbook  of  Agriculture  on  Soil 

It's  not  out  yet.    When  it  does  come  out  it  will  bear  the  title  "Soil" 
and  deal  with  the  nature  of  soils;  soil  and  plant  growth;  moisture  and  plants; 
plant  nutrition  and  fertility;  major  and  trace  fertilizing  elements;  soil 
organisms;  how  to  apply  fertilizers;  composts  and  organic  matter;  tillage; 
erosion;  irrigation;  economics  of  soil  management  and  fertilizing;  soil  manage- 
ment and  related  farm  practices  in  lS  U.S.  regions;  soil  management  for  ranges, 
grasses,  tobacco,  home  gardens  and  lawns,  vegetables,  forests,  and  other  crops. 
First  copies  will  go  to  those  who  will  review  the  book  and  will  send  us  scripts 
or  tear-sheets  of  their  reviews.    If  you  want  it  for  review  purposes  let  us 
know.    If  you  think  you  would  like  copies  for  reference  use  but  will  not  review 
the  book  on  the  air,  we  will  put  you  down  on  the  later  list. 

British  Wool  Promotion  Step-Up 

Now  the  British  plan  to  spend  considerably  more  money  on  wool  research 
and  export  promotion  for  wool  products.    Our  FAS  reported  this  week  the  British 
Government  has  approved  orders  authorizing  increased  levies  to  be  collected 
from  the  wool  industry  for  those  purposes.    The  official  explanation  is  that 
the  increase  in  export  promotion  is  made  necessary  by  the  fall  in  the  value  of 
the  pound  sterling  since  1950,  the  need  for  stepping  up  promotion  in  North 
American  markets,  the  desirability  of  taking  part  in  important  fairs  and 
exhibits  abroad,  and  the  need  for  funds  to  contend  with  adverse  tariff  and 
quota  legislation  in  overseas  markets. 

Fool-Proof  Seeding  of  Pine  Trees 

(For  Release  Sunday,  August  11)  U.S.  Forest  Service  will  report  Sunday 
that  their  researchers  have  come  up  with  a  way  to  make  sowing  of  pine  tree 
seed  practical  and  inexpensive.    They've  discovered  a  way  to  make  the  birds  and 
mice  stay  away  from  the  seed.    It's  a  chemical  that  does  the  birds  and  beasts 
no  harm  -  nor  humans  either.    Direct  sowing  of  tree  seeds  is  the  cheapest  way 
to  plant  -  and  the  best  method  where  heavy  brush  or  fallen  trees  make  areas 
hard  to  reach  for  planting  seedlings.    Successful  use  of  the  repellant  in  tests 
on  longleaf  pine  in  Louisiana  have  led  to  tests  on  other  southern  pines  and 
pines  in  other  parts  of  the  country.    Unskilled  ground  crews  are  quickly 
trained  to  distribute  seed  evenly.    Of  course,  on  the  National  Forests  the  seed 
are  often  sown  by  plane. 
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Moapa  Alfalfa  Avoids  Aphids 

A  new  non-winter  hardy  variety  of  alfalfa  which  is  highly  resistant  to 
spotted  alfalfa  aphid  has  been  developed.    The  new  variety,  named  Moapa,  was 
developed  "by  the  USDA's  Agricultural  Research  Service  in  cooperation  with  the 
University  of  Nevada  Agricultural  Experiment  Station.    It  consists  of  aphid 
resistant  plants  selected  from  the  African  variety  which  is  generally  susceptible. 
Therefore,  it  is  much  like  African  in  many  ways  and  will  probably  grow  best  in 
areas  where  African  is  now  a  recommended  variety.    Moapa  is  the  result  of  a 
three-year  search  by  the  USDA  and  several  state  experiment  stations  to  find 
a  spotted  aphid-resistant  alfalfa  variety.    The  work  began  in  195^  when  the 
aphid  caused  serious  damage  to  alfalfa  in  several  states.    If  the  production 
of  foundation  seed  in  1957  averages  normal  or  better,  there  should  be  a  good 
supply  of  certified  seed  of  Moapa  available  to  farmers  by  the  fall  of  1958* 

Loan  May  Open  Mexican  Market  to  U.S.  Cattlemen 

The  Export-Import  Bank  has  approved  a  second  $5  million  loan  for  Mexico 
to  buy  additional  beef  and  dairy  cattle  from  the  United  States.    This  is  in 
addition  to  a  similar  loan  which  went  into  effect  last  October.    The  Bank 
predicts  that  these  loans  will  help  in  permanently  opening  the  Mexican  market 
to  U.S.  cattlemen  and  that  their  sales  could  amount  to  several  million  dollars 
yearly.    They  also  expect  the  loan  to  have  an  influence  in  improving  the 
quality  of  the  cattle  bought  by  Mexico.    There  are  now  about  35  million  head  of 
beef  cattle  in  Mexico,  and  only  a  small  percentage  are  of  improved  breeds.  The 
general  quality  is  even  lower  in  the  herds  of  dairy  cattle.    Therefore,  Mexican 
cattlemen  may  improve  the  quality  of  their  herds  by  importing  better  cattle 

from  the  U.  S  The  Venezuelan  government  has  also  announced  that  they 

will  buy  over  2,000  head  of  beef  cattle  from  the  U.S.  before  the  end  of  this 
year.    These  cattle  will  be  used  to  improve  the  quality  of  existing  herds. 
Over  200  purebred  hogs  have  recently  been  sold  in  Venezuela  as  part  of  that 
country's  hog  industry  development  program. 

"What  Am  I  Doing?" 

What  appears  to  be  the  first  farm  panel  show  is  drawing  rave  reviews 
in  the  Champaign-Urbana,  Illinois,  area.    Robert  L.  Nemcik  reports  in  the 
latest  AAACE  magazine  that  the  University  station  UCTA  started  telecasting 
the  show,  "What  Am  I  Doing"  last  October.    The  four  panelists — members  of 
the  local  Toastmasters  Club — have  a  total  of  five  minutes  to  guess  what 
specific  act  of  farm  research  is  being  performed  by  the  guest  contestant. 
After  the  questioning  is  over- --regardless  of  whether  the  research  operation 
is  guessed  or  not — the  guest  expert  gets  two  minutes  to  demonstrate  in 
greater  detail  what  he  was  doing  and  why  he  was  doing  it.    Dave  Phillips, 
assistant  extension  editor,  and  his  TV  colleague,  Pat  Klein,  produce  the 
show,  and  Dave  serves  as  MC. 

Tape  Library  Revised 

In  this  issue  we  are  enclosing  a  revised  list  of  the  currently  usable 
tape  recordings  in  our  tape  library.    The  list  is  self-explanatory,  and  we 
hope  that  some  of  the  tapes  will  be  of  use  to  you.    If  so,  let  us  know.  It 
might  be  a  good  idea  to  keep  this  list  in  your  files  for  future  reference.  It 
will  be  brought  up  to  date  from  time  to  time  as  new  features  are  added  and  old 
ones  are  eliminated. 


.  It  - 


Of  Mikes  and  Men 


Herb  Plambeck,  much- traveled  veteran  farm  editor  of  WHO,  Des  Moines,  will 
speak  at  the  Louisiana  State  University  Farm  and  Home  Week  at  Baton  Rouge  next 
Tuesday  on  "10,000"  Miles  Behind  the  Iron  Curtain,  a  Farm  Tour  of  Russia.  .  .  . 
.  .  "Colonel"  Herndon,  who  devotes  much  of  his  time  to  this  letter,  is  on  his 

semi-annual  pilgrimage  to  the  sands  of  Kitty  Hawk,  N.C.  Jules  Renaud 

is  already  there,  and  reports  that  his  cabin  is  just  across  the  road  from  the 

Colonel's  WCCO,  Minneapolis  (Maynard  Speece)  recently  conducted  a 

survey  to  see  where  radio  sets  were  located.    The  results,  as  published  in 
Broadcasting-Telecasting  magazine,  showed  several  sets  mounted  on  tractors, 
including  one  with  earphones.    Other  locations  such  as  barns,  henhouses,  j 
raspberry  patches,  etc.  were  listed,  and  one  grave  digger  reported  that  he 
takes  his  radio  with  him  on  the  job.    Maynard  must  really  have  his  listeners 

"keeping  their  ears  to  the  ground"  Joe  Tonkin,  Federal  Extension 

Service,  has  been  keeping  his  ears  to  the  ground  too,  for  some  unusual  sounds 
that  may  be  used  in  radio  programming.    So  far  he's  come  up  with  a  recording 
of  corn  growing  and  another  of  a  chicken  gizzard  in  action.    Well,  we've  heard 
about  the  "everywhereness"  of  radio  The  western  area  office  of  Agri- 
cultural Marketing  Service  reports  that  they  are  planning  to  make  a  weekly 
2-|  minute  tape  recording  about  market  trends  for  use  by  Bill  Adams  on  the 
California  Farm  Network. 

On  the  Nets  Aug.  12-17 

The  American  Farm  News  on  the  ABNetwork  Aug.  17,  will  feature  comments 
on  the  Rural  Development  Program   by  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  True  D. 
Morse . 

County  officers  of  the  Rural  Development  Program  will  talk  about  their 
jobs  on  "Agriculture  USA"  over  Clear  Channel  stations  on  Aug.  17. 

"The  Helpful  Honey  Bee"    is  the  title  of  the  3:^-5  film  to  be  mailed 
as  a  TV  package  on  Aug.  15. 

The  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  on  NBC  will  feature  Agricultural 
Activities  of  New  York  State  Electric  and  Gas  Company  on  Aug.  17. 

A  3  minute  film  entitled  "The  Price  of  a  Peach"  will  be  mailed  Aug. 
l6  as  a  part  of  the  series  on  "Where  Does  Your  Food  Money  Go?".    This  film 
will  go  primarily  to  women  broadcasters. 


Just  a  Reminder 


About  half  the  tapes  we  sent  out  covering  the  Spring  NATRFD  meeting 
here  in  Washington  have  been  returned  as  per  our  agreement.    We're  in  no 
hurry,  but  when  you  are  finished  with  the  rest  of  them,  we'd  sure  like  them 
back  so  we  can  put  them  to  use  again.    Thanks.'  II I 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Infof-mttian -lJ.^.  rApittt^ent  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


Auci-iesa 


August  l6,  1957 
Letter  No.  782 


*  tt.     OtPARTMENT  Of  AGR1GULTURE  . 

The  1958  Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Program  has  been  modified  to  elimi- 
nate the  section  which  requires  farmers  to  pay  a  civil  penalty  if  they  exceed 
the  acreage  to  which  they  had  previously  agreed.    As  originally  announced,  if 
the  farmer  exceeded  this  "permitted  acreage"  he  would  lose  the  entire  Soil 
Bank  payment  and  be  required  to  pay  a  penalty  amounting  to  50  percent  of  this 
payment.    Under  the  modification,  he  would  still  lose  the  payment,  but  would 
not  be  required  to  pay  the  penalty.    However,  the  penalty  remains  in  effect 
for  farmers  who  graze  livestock  or  harvest  crops  on  land  designated  for  the 
Acreage  Reserve. 


Co-op  Meeting  in  Colorado 


Colorado  State  University  at  Fort  Collins,  will  be  the  scene  of  the 
twenty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Cooperation.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  August  18-21,  and  is  expected  to  be  the  largest  farm 
business  meeting  ever  held  in  the  Western  states.    About  two  thousand,  five 
hundred  persons  are  expected  to  attend,  including  one  thousand  k-11  and  FFA 
nembers.    The  theme  for  the  meeting  will  be  "Cooperatives  in  Our  Big  Business 
Economy." 


Paarlberg  Appointed 


Don  Paarlberg  x/as  approved  by  the  Senate  yesterday  to  be  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  charge  of  Marketing  and  Foreign  Agriculture,  fill- 
ing a  vacancy  created  when  Earl  Butz  left  the  Department  recently.  Paarlberg 
was  previously  a  staff  assistant  to  the  Secretary  and  before  that  an  Agri. 
economist  at  Purdue  Univ.    Press  reQ^ase  and  photos  went  out  today. 

Regional  h-ll  Camp 

About  128  h-ll  boys  and  girls  from  17  states  are  in  Washington  this  week, 
attending  the  Tenth  Annual  Regional  h-ll  Club  Camp  at  Howard  University.  The 
camp  began  last  Sunday  and  will  continue  through  next  Monday.    This  year's 
theme  is  "Improving  Family  and  Community  Living".  Joe  Bradford,  Badio.  Special- 
ist of  Tuskeegee  Institute,  -.Alahaaar_is  .on  Jiahdrnaking  tape  recordings  of 
the  meetings. 
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Bugs  Lend  a  Hand 

Entomologists  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  aree  busy  raising 
friendly  insects  at  USDA  research  laboratories  across  the  country.    The  purpose 
of  ■>  his  project  is  to  produce  parasites  and  predators  which  will  attack  and 
kill  destructive  insects.    Of  special  importance  is  the  fight  against  the  spotted 
alfalfa  aphid^    Rhodes  grass  scale,  and  the  pea  aphid.    Scientists  are  studying 
methods  of  mass  rearing  parasites  and  predators.    The  helpful  insects  are  shipped 
to  State  and  Federal  laboratories  for  experiments  on  harmful  pests. 

Hospitals  for  Rural  People 

Our  Agri.  Marketing  Service  has  recently  published  a  bulletin  entitled 
"Hospitals  for  Rural  People"  to  show  the  need  for  hospitals  and  modern  health 
facilities  in  rural  areas,  and  to  help  people  understand  how  these  needs  may  be 
met.    It  describes  how  communities  may  build  hospitals  and  discusses  various 
methods  of  raising  funds  and  obtaining  revenue.    The  USDA's  Federal  Extension 
Service  and  the  Department  of  ^ealth,  Education,  and  Welfare  cooperated  with 
AMS  in  production  of  the  bulletin.    If  you  wish  a  copy,  write  us  and  ask  for 
Farmers  Bulletin  No.  2110. 

New  Careers  for  Sweet  Potatoes 

Chipped,  diced,  and  frozen  french- fried  sweetpotatoes  may  soon  appear 
on  the  market,  according  to  the  current  issue  of  Agricultural  Research.  This 
will  be  the  result  of  research  by  the  USDA's  Eastern  Utilization  Research  and 
Development  Laboratory  in  Philadelphia.  These  new  methods  of  preparation  are 
being  developed  in  the  hope  of  halting  the  decrease  in  sweetpotato  consumption. 

Protection  for  Our  Food 

Scores  of  specialists  across  the  United  States  are  ready  to  protect  our 
food  supply  in  case  of  enemy  attack.    These  men,  working  for  the  USDA  and  for 
State  and  local  organisations,  are  mostly  stationed  at  border  posts  and  ports 
of  entry.    It  is  their  job  to  protect  the  country  from  biological  warfare  which 
would  threaten  our  food  supply.    They  inspect  plants  and  animals  to  be  sure 
they  are  free  of  disease  before  entering  the  country.    In  the  event  of  atomic 
warfare,  it  would  also  be  their  job  to  protect  food  sources  from  contamination 
by  radioactive  fallout.    In  connection  with  this  *>crk,  the  USDA  has  issued  a 
bulletin  concerning  radioactive  fallout  on  the  farm.    It  was  prepared  in  answer 
to  farmers'  questions,  and  tells  how  to  protect  livestock,  crops,  land  and, 
most  important,  farm  families  in  the  event  of  a  nuclear  attack.    It  may  be  ob- 
tained free  from  the  USDA. 

Tapes  on  Acreage  Resorvo 

We'll  be  making  several  tape  recordings  concerning  the  Soil  Bank  Acreage 
Reserve  Winter  Wheat  Program.    These  tapes  will  be  short  statements  by  USDA 
officials,  and  will  stress  the  details  of  the  program  and  the  dates  for  signing 
up.    They  will  be  mailed  to  RFDs  in  winter  wheat  areas  just  before  the  sign-up 
date,  August  26. 
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Claude  Mahoney--The  Birdwatchers'  Friend 

Claude  Mahoney,  CBS,  Washington,  as  usual  has  come  in  with  the  unusual. 
It  concerns  a  woodcock,  which  apparently  is  a  bird  with  a  passion  for  seclusion. 
Folks  shoot  one  now  and  then,  but  hardly  anybody  has  seen  one  alive,  up  close. 
One  evening  recently,  Claude  glanced  out  his  bedroom  window  near  Fairfax,  Va., 
and  saw  what  he  thought  was  a  quail  feasting  on  worms  in  his  garden.    He  called 
his  good  wife,  Fran,  over  to  see  how  fat  the  quail  was  getting.    Fran  gasped 
and  said,  "That's  a  woodcock."    This  didn't  mean  a  thing  to  our  hero,  but  Fran 
spread  the  word  to  those  who  cared.    Next  day,  elder  statesmen  among  birdwatchers 
from  this  part  of  the  country  took  up  a  vigil  on  the  edge  of  Claude's  bed  to 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  woodcock  eating  Claude's  worms.    Sure  enough,  this  was 
the  first  woodcock  any  of  them  had  seen.    Claude  says  this  is  all  fine,  but 
at  night  he  can't  get  near  his  bed  for  all  the  people,  cameras  and  telescope 
equipment.    Claude,  you  know,  is  an  early  riser,  but  he  says  that's  really  okay.  • 
Now  the  name  Mahoney  will  be  famous  among  the  entire  bird-watching  cult.    The\ ■ ve 
even  accepted  him  as  a  member.    Meanwhile,  the  woodcock  makes  the  rounds  in 
Claude's  garden  each  evening,  unaware  of  the  gallery  behind  the  Mahoney  bedroom 
window.    This  will  make  the  CBS  network  sooner  or  later. 

News  for  (and  about)  the  Birds 

Tranquilizers  have  proved  effective  with  poultry,  but  the  cage  laying 
housing  system  has  not,  according  to  reports  at  the  annual  American  Poultry 
Science  Association  meeting  at  Columbia,  Missouri.    California  tests  showed 
that  a  large  percentage  of  tranquilized  chickens  could  withstand  113  degree 
temperatures  at  varying  periods  of  time,  while  50  percent  of  the  chickens  which 
were  not  drugged  died.    But  as  far  as  laying  cages  are  concerned,  R.  K.  Holes, 
University  of  Illinois  agricultural  economist,  reported  that  they  are  not  yet 
superior  to  the  floor  systems.    He  said  that  double-decked  cages  may  be  used  to 
make  the  system  more  efficient.    At  the  same  meeting,  a  scientist  from  Oklahoma 
State  University  (formerly  Oklahoma  A&M)  reported  that  the  cooling  of  eggs  is 
profitable.    lie  said  that  a  year  round  test  showed  an  overall  profit  resulting 
from  egg  refrigeration. 

Report  from  London 

Harry  Hunt,  BBC,  London,  writes  that  England,  of  all  places,  had  a  threat 
of  a  drouth  earlier  this  year,  but  the  rains  finally  came.    Though  ailing  for 
quite  a  while  last  spring,  Harry  is  back  in  the  saddle  now  as  BBC's  Agricultural 
Liaison  OfficEr,  and  henceforth  will  be  traveling  to  Birmingham  considerably  as 
the  BBC  Agricultural  Unit  has  been  moved  there.    Meanwhile,  Hilary  Phillips  will 
start  the  new  weekly  farm  show  on  BBC-TV  from  Birmingham  on  October  3.    He  has 
asked  for  some  of  our  Beltsville  newsreels  to  help  round  out  his  coverage  of 
agricultural  subjects. 

World  Plowing  Matches 

Plans  are  well  underway  for  the  1957  World's  Conservation  Exposition  and 
Plowing  Contests  to  be  held  at  Peebles,  Ohio,  September  17-20.    More  than  a 
million  dollars  worth  of  farm  and  industrial  equipment  will  be  on  display,  in- 
cluding a  remote  controlled  farm  tractor. 
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On  the  Wets 


The  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  on  NBC  August  2k,  will  feature  a  report 
on  Opportunities  in  Agricultural  Research  by  Br.  Ted  Byerly  of  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service,  and  a  home  feature  on  the  School  Lunch  Program  by  Janet 
Christensen. 

Our  Shrinking  Farm  Land  will  be  the  subject  of  an  interview  with  Don 
Williams,  Administrator  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  on  "Agriculture  USA" 
over  Clear  Channel  stations  on  August  2k. 

Our  Hawaiian  friend,  "Lucky"  Teho,  Extension  radio  specialist  there, 
will  have  an  interview  made  in  Hawaii  with  Clarence  Ferguson,  Administrator 
of  the  Federal  Extension  Service,  on  the  American  Farm  News  over  the  ABNetwork 
on  August  2^. 

Claude  Mahoney  (Birdwatcher)  will,  as  usual,  have  an  up-to-the-minute 
"Farm  Hews"  feature  on  CBS  radio.    (Not  about  birds) 

A  3*. 15  film  entitled  "Wool  Quizzes  Its  Customers"  and  a  ten-picture 
program  on  Control  of  Japanese  Beetle  Grubs  will  be  mailed  as  the  TV  package 
on  August  22. 


Of  Mikes  and  Men 


"Pop"  Taylor,  County  Agents  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  writes  that  he  will 
take  leave  from  his  job  for  the  first  three  months  in  1958  to  make  a  special 
study  of  Extension  use  of  radio,  TV,  newspapers,  and  extension  bulletins  in 

that  area.    Congratulations,  Pop.    We'll  want  to  study  your  report  

Frank  Atwood,  WTIC,  Hartford,  Conn.,  is  invading  television  with  a  weekly  half- 

hour  farm  show  beginning  on  September  28  WRFD,  Worthington,  Ohio,  will 

exhibit  two  antique  collector's  items  at  the  World's  Plowing  Contest.  One 
will  be  a  1908  Titan  tractor,  and  the  other  will  be  a  circus  calliope.  Full 

steam  ahead  Jackie  DuMars  has  joined  us  as  a  trainee  after  spending  six 

weeks  in  the  Press  Service  Maynard  Speece,  WCCO,  Minneapolis,  was  in 

Washington  on  business  this  week,  and  stopped  by  our  office  to  say  "hello".... 

 Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  hits  town  next  week  to  take  over  his  new 

job  as  Director  of  Public  Relations  for  the  National  Grange .... Lt .  Jack  Crowner 
writes  from  Alaska  that  he'll  get  his  walking  papers  from  the  Air  Force  in 
October,  and  will  be  looking  for  a  job  in  the  farm  broadcasting.    He's  an  alumnus 
of  Michigan  St.  Univ.  WKAR. 


Business  is  Good 


Lots  of  requests  for  the  tapes  that  we  listed  in  this  letter  last  week 
have  already  come  in.    Keep 'em  coming,  and  we'll  get  the  dubs  out  to  you  as 
fast  as  possible. 


Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  ' 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

w_  ^  From 

Radio  ond  ifelj^gision  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 
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The  Great  Plains  Conservation  Program^which  was  authorized  by  Congress 
a  year  ago,  will  go  into  effect  immediately  now  that  funds  have  been  made 
available  for  the  first  year's  operation.    Secretary  Benson  has  designated 
221  counties  in  ten  states  which  will  be  eligible  for  the  program,  and  has 
issued  the  necessary  regulations  and  operating  procedure.    The  program  provides 
long-term  cost-sharing  contracts  to  help  farmers  and  ranchers  in  carrying  out 
conservation  plans  and  protecting  their  lands  from  erosion.    The  program  will 
be  administered  by  the  USDA's  Soil  Conservation  Service. 


Farm  Prices  Rise  Slowly 

(For  Release  September  26)  A  report  by  the  USDA's  Agricultural  Market- 
ing Service  indicates  that  prices  received  by  farmers  have  been  rising  gradu- 
ally since  February.    At  last  report,  these  prices  were  one-and-one-half  per 
cent  above  a  year  earlier,  and  were  at  the  highest  level  since  August,  195^- 
However,  the  prices  paid  by  farmers  have  also  risen  since  last  year,  thereby 
lowering  the  parity  ratio  by  one  point.    The  increase  in  prices  received  is 
largely  due  to  substantially  higher  prices  of  livestock  products. 


Help  the  Boss  with  TV  Week 

National  Television  Week  is  September  8  to  Ik,  sponsored  by  the  Nat'l 
Ass'n  of  Radio  and  Television  Broadcasters.  "Television,  a  Member  of  the  Family" 
is  the  theme.    May  we  urge  farm  broadcasters  to  team  up  with  your  bosses  to 
help  call  attention  of  the  public  to  the  services  of  this  great  medium,  as 
you  did  at  the  time  of  Radio  Week  last  spring.    Thad  Brown,  NARTB  vice-presi- 
dent for  TV,  says  stations  report  plans  for  wide  and  varied  campaigns  during 
the  week,  including  filmed  documentaries  of  important  local  events,  televised 
panel  discussions  with  leading  citizens  and  behind-the-scenes  programs,  live 
and  on  film,  introducing  station  staff  members  and  demonstrating  TV's  intricate 
equipment.    Others  plan  essay  contests  and  talks  by  station  personnel  to  civic, 
educational  and  fraternal  groups,  and  a  period  during  which  station  managers 
and  staff  will  answer  telephoned  questions  about  TV.    We  can  think  of  several 
ways  agriculture  would  fit  into  or  supplement  these  plans. 


Meanwhile,  preparations  are  about  to  start  for  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  in 
195o,  following  this  year's  highly  successful    first  observance.     NARTFD  prexy 
Jack  Tinnons  (KWKH,  Shreveport),  FB  Day  chairman  Jack  Jackson  (National  Grange) 
Don  Lerch  and  I  will  meet  with  NARTB  officials  September  10  to  start  things 
rolling.    Your  suggestions  are  needed. 


-2- 


Powdered  Tomatoes  Available  Soon 

(For  release  August  28)    Tomato  powder  will  soon  be  available  for  com- 
mercial use  according  to  the  USDA's  Agricultural  Research  Service.    It  may  be 
used  in  preparing  tomato  juice,  sauce,  soup,  etc.    The  new  product  is  the  result 
of  several  years'  research  at  the  Western  Utilization  Research  and  Development 
Division  of  ARS  at  Albany,  California.    Scientists  say  that,  when  properly 
packaged,  the  powder  will  maintain-  its  quality 'urider  ve£y  seveie  storage  condition 
It  will  nix  readily  with  water  to  provide  instant  tomato  juice  or  tomato  soup. 

"Cow  Selection"  Exhibit 

The  USDA  is  planning  to  have  an  exhibit  at  the  International  Livestock 
Exposition  in  Chicago  this  year.    The  theme  will  be  "Cow  Selection"  and  will 
emphasize  the  importance  of  weight-for-age  and  quality  grading  in  selecting  herd 
cows.    Four  cows  with  calves' by  side  will  be  shown  to  illustrate  the  importance 
of  good  selection.    Background  panels  will  emphasize  the  need  for  producing 
heavy  calves  of  high  quality  for  greatest  profits.    An  electric  gimmick  will 
show  the  producer  whether  he  is  making  a  profit  with  the  type  of  calves  he  is 
producing.    A  USDA  folder  on  performance  testing  is  being  prepared  to  be  used 
as  a  handout  to  all  visitors  at  the  exhibit. 

Fire  Ants  Advancing 

Surveys  made  by  the  USDA  and  by  various  states  have  shown  that  the 
imported  fire  ant  has  spread  throughout  the  Southeastern  part  of  the  U.S.  An 
estimated  27  million  acres  in  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Arkansas,  South  Carolina  and  Texas  are  infscted.    Eradication  campaigns  have 
succeeded  to  some  extent  in  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  and  Arkansas.  This 
pest  builds  hard-crusted  mounds  as  high  as  two  feet  with  as  many  as  200  mounds 
per  acre.    They  also  attack  humans  and  animals  with  a  painful  sting  and  damage 
corn  and  other  crops.    Dieldrine,  aldrine,  chlordane  and  heptachlor  have  proved 
effective  in  helping  control  the  ants. 

Livestock  Supply  Down- -Feed  Supply  Up 

According  to  a  report  issued  this  week  by  the  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service,  livestock  production  this  year  will  probably  fall  far  below  last  year's 
level.    Market  prices  for  meat  animals  are  generally  higher  than  a  year  ago,  whil« 
the  prices  of  feeder  animals  also  shows  an  upward  trend.    This  may  be  partly 
due  to  the  fact  that  feed  prices  are  expected  to  be  lower  during  the  next  year. 
Record  crops  of  hay,  barley  and  grain  sorghums  are  expected.    The  only  feed 
crop  that  will  be  below  last  year:'s  production  is  corn.    However,  the  rise  in 
the  cost  of  feeder  stock  is  expected  to  more  than  offset  the  decline  in  feed 
prices,  thus  raising  the  total  cost  of  feeding. 

Cotton  Consumption  Reaches  New  High 

According  to  a  report  released  this  week  by  the  International  Cotton 
Advisory  Committee,  world  cotton  consumption  has  reached  a  new  all  time  record. 
The  committee  estimates  that  2^.h  million  bales  of  cotton  were  used  during  the  .. 
1956-57  season.    This  is  an  increase  of  almost  a  million  bales  over  the  previous 
season. 
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Conway  Robinson  Rides  Again 

Conway  Robinson,  WBAL,  Baltimore,  came  down  for  the  Secretary's  news 
conference  last  Tuesday  and  revealed  he's  starting  a  daily    TV    show  Sept.  2. 
It  will  be  called  "Down  to  Earth",  6:^5  to  7a.m.  Mon.  thru  Fri.    Conway  plans 
to  make  still  photcs  of  different,  communities  in'bis  area  and  use  rear  screen 
projection  to  put  himself  in  a  different  locale  on  each  program.  Naturally, 
local  features  will  dominate  those  respective  programs.    Weather  reporting, 
Conway  Kays,  needs  dramatizing  which  he  plans  to  do  with  film  clips  and  other 
visuals.    For  instance,  if  rain  is  due  (a  rarity  in  these  parts  now)  he'll  use 
a  rainy  scene,  etc.    Market  reports  will  be  visualized  too.    There'll  be  a  guest 
interview  and  ,  Conway  hopes,  some  commercials,    fie  still  does  his  farm  stuff 
on  radio  5-6  a.m.  and  12:10  to  12:30  p.m.    Meanwhile  Connie  is  working  during 
spare  time  on  his  new  log  cabin  home  and  his  acreage  west  of  Baltimore.  At 
this  writing,  the  home  was  being  threatened  by  a  forest  fire.    Connie  recently 
drove  a  German  Messerschmidt  (three-wheeled  auto)  in  a  farm  safety  parade, 
bearing  the  sign  "Safety  is  No  Small  Matter".    He  calls  his  campaign  "Crusade 
for  Caution" . 

Wheat  Exports  at  All  Time  High 

The  amount  of  surplus  wheat  in  the  United  States  has  been  reduced  by 
record  exports  during  the  1956-57  marketing  year.    These  exports,  combined  with 
a  relatively  small  crop  this  year,  have  reduced  the  wheat  carryover  by  128 
million  bushels.    Curing  the  past  year,  the  use  of  wheat  in  this  country  has 
dropped  by  lk  million  bushels.    This  is  due  largely  to  a  reduction  in  the  amount 
used  for  feed  and  seed.    Prices  to  farmers  will  probably  average  near  the  two 
dollar  support  level  during  the  coming  year. 

Crop  Prospects  Good 

Present  prospects  seem  to  indicate  that  the  total  crcp  production  this 
year  will  be  about  in  line  with  the  average  for  the  past  five  years,  but  will 
be  somewhat  below  the  levels  of  1955  and  1956.    Corn  is  expected  to  be  about 
average,  while  a  large  oats  crop  is  indicated.    Sorghum  grain  will  more  than 
double  last  year's  production,  the  barley  crop  will  be  somewhat  larger,  and  hay 
is  expected  to  set  a  new  high  record.    The  production  of  wheat,  rice,  cotton, 
and  soybeans  is  expected  to  be  somewhat  lower  than  that  of  last  year,  and  the 
tobacco  crop  will  be  about  26  percent  smaller.' 

Power  Use  Workshop 

The  fourth  annual  National  Power-Use  Workshop-Conference  will  begin  next 
Thursday  in  Denver.    One  of  the  major  topics  to  be  discussed  is  the  question  of 
direct  merchandising  by  power  distributors.    Other  items  for  discussion  include 
the  electric  industry's  position  in  the  rural  market  and  the  new  developments 
in  stimulating  use  of  electric  equipment  on  farms.    The  workshop-conference  will 
be    sponsored  by  the  Inter- Industry  Farm  Electric  Utilization  Council. 

Who  Has  The  Oldest  Sponsored  Farm  Show? 

While  it  seems  fairly  certain  that  the  title  for  the  longest  continuous 
farm  radio  broadcasting  goes  to  the  University  of  Wisconsin's  WHA  (1919)>  we'd 
like  to  know  who  can  claim  the  oldest  sponsored  farm  show,  and  also  the  one  with 
the  longest  tenure  with  a  single  sponsor.     Can  you  help? 
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Coming  to  Nets  August  26-31 

The  first  part  of  a  two-part  report  on  the  Water  Situation  will  be 
featured  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  NBC  at  12:00  noon  (EDT)  August 
31.    The  second  part  of  this  feature  will  he  presented  the  following  week.  Also 
on  the  Aug.  31  show  will  be  a  report  on  Gibber ellins  in  Practical  Farm  Use  by- 
Don  Leach  of  the  American  Institute  of  Biological  Sciences,  Palo  Alto,  Calif. 

"Agriculture  USA",  on  the  Clear  Channel  stations,  will  feature  Highlights 
in  Agricultural  Research    with  Ernie  Moore,  Information  Director  for  ARS,  on 
August  31* 

Claude  Mahoney,  CBS,  Washington,  will  give  the  "Farm  News"  at  9:3©  a.m. 
on  "CBS  radio,  August  31>  as  usual,     (in  a  clean  shirt--see  story  below.) 

"Our  Food  is  Helping"  is  the  title  of  the  USDA  TV  package  for  mailing 
August  29.    It  will  include  eight  still  pcitures. 

The  American  Farm  News  on  the  ABNetwork,  11:05  (EOT)  August  31,  will 
feature  a  report  on  the  School  Lunch  and  Milk  Programs. 


Of  Mikes  and  Men 


Ray  Wolf,  Univ.  of  Minnesota,  is  starting  a  weekly  30  minute  agriculture- 
horticulture  TV  show  on  educational  channel  2  September  19  At  long 

last,  comes  a  photo  of  Marvin  Vines  at  the  mike  at  KTHS,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Now 

if  your's  isn't  on  our  wall,  where  is  it?  Old  Marco  Polo,  Mai  Hansen, 

WOW,  Omaha,  is  preparing  to  lead  a  group  of  1+5  Nebraska  farm  folks  on  a  farm 
study  tour  of  South  American  countries.    They  will  begin  the  tour  October  25, 
and  return  to  Omaha  on  November  21.  .  .  .Murray  Cox,  WFAA,  Dallas  will  make  his 
annual  report  to  the  Fort  Worth  Farm    and  Ranch  Club,  Aug.  26,  on  his  own  farm 
study  tour  last  spring.    Only  on  this  occasion  every  year, does  Doc  Ruhmann, 

WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  allow  Murray  into  the  county  R.  Lyle  Webster, 

our  USDA  Director  of  Information,  now  conducting  an  info,  workshop  for  Latin 
Americans  at  Lima,  Peru,  writes  that  Agricultural  Info,  takes  similar  patterns 
everywhere'  hS*s  been.  He'll  be  home  in  about  five  weeks.    Says  he's  seen  a  lot 
of  the  Latin  Americans  who  have  been  here  looking  at  Farm  Radio. 


Those  Two-Shirt  News!  Men 


After  some  of  the  news  staffers,  including  Claude  Mahoney,  got  caught 
on  weekends  and  other  odd  times  with  no  suitable  shirt  and  tie  for  unscheduled 
on-camera  work  covering  sudden  news  breaks,  Ted  Koop,  Chief  of  CBS  News  and 
Public  Affairs,  Washington,  decreed  that  each  of  his  staff  keep  a  fresh  blue 
shirt  and  tie  in  his  desk  drawer  at  all  times. 


Layhe  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television 


i  .n  it 


RFD  LETTER 


&_  To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


August  30,  1957 
Letter  No.  iQk 


In  a  speech  "before  the  American  Farm  Economic  Association  tomorrow 
morning ,  Secretary  Benson  will  ask  farm  economists  for  their  advice  and 
suggestions  regarding  farm  policy.    The  Association  is  holding  its  annual 
meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina.    The  Secretary  will  report  that  he 
is  optomistic  about  the  future  of  the  family  farm  and  vail  cite  the  Rural 
Development  Program  as  an  effective  method  of  helping  farmers  to  help  them- 
selves. 

Record  Turkey  Crop 

According  to  estimates  by  the  Crop  Reporting  Board,  about  8l  million 
turkeys  will  be  raised  by  farmers  in  the  U.S.  this  year.    This  is  an  increase 
of  5  percent  above  the  number  of  turkeys  raised  in  195^  and  will  establish 
an  all  time  record  high.    Turkey  prices  during  the  first  half  of  1957  were 
about  15  percent  below  prices  in  the  same  period  of  195^ • 

Forest  Fires  Decrease 

The  number  of  forest  fires  in  national  forests  has  been  reduced  38 
percent  during  the  first  eight  months  of  1957-    If  this  current  reduced  rate 
of  fires  continues,  1957  may  be  a  record- low  year  for  forest  fires.  Autumn, 
however,  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  times  for  fires  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  so  fall  vacationers  are  urged  to  be  careful  and  help  in  keeping  the 
fire  rate  low. 

Compulsory  Poultry  Inspection 

A  bill  to  make  federal  inspection  of  poultry  products  compulsory  was 
signed  into  law  by  President  Eisenhower  late  this  week,  and  Secretary  Benson 
today  assigned  the  responsibility  for  administering  it  to  the  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service.    Under  the  new  law,  all  poultry  and  poultry  products  moving 
in  interstate  commerce  must  be  inspected  for  wholesomeness.    Inspection  will 
start  January  1,  1958,  in  plants  approved  by  the  USDA.    By  January  1,  1959, 
all  plants  involved  in  interstate  shipments  of  poultry  must  be  approved  and 
subject  to  inspection.     It  is  estimated  that  50  percent  of  the  poultry 
involved  is  now  being  inspected  by  the  USDA  on  a  voluntary  fee  basis. 
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School  Lunches 


About  one-third  of  the  children  in  elementary  and  high  schools  in  this 
country  are  participating  in  school  lunch  programs ,  Under  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture True  D.  Morse  reported  Tuesday  in  a  discussion  here  before  the 
National  Conference  on  School  Lunch  and  Direct  Distribution.    Secretary  Morse 
said  the  school  lunch  program  benefits  everyone  in  the  country  by  helping  to 
maintain  high  levels  of  nutrition  and  providing  a  sizeable  market  for  food. 
Schools  in  the  program  purchased  kl3  million  dollars  worth  of  food  from  local 
suppliers  last  year  in  addition  to  the  Ikj  million  dollars  worth  which  was 
donated.    He  also  cited  the  Special  Milk  Program  as  having  helped  improve 
diets  and  expand  the  market  for  milk.    Almost  two  billion  half -pints  of  milk 
were  consumed  by  children  last  year  as  a  result  of  this  program. 

b-H  on  the  Networks 


M  Interviews  with  two  outstanding  b-E  members  will  be  featured  on  the 

Voice  of  Firestone"  program  at  9:00  p.m.  (EDT)  September  16,  over  ABC -TV. 
They  are  Marian  Scott  of  Carthage,  Missouri,  and  David  Bogue  of  Beresford, 
South  Dakota.    This  is  the  fifth  consecutive  year  in  which  the  program  has 
featured  interviews  with  b-E  members.    Meanwhile,  NBC-TV's  "Wide,  Wide  World" 
on  September  29,  devoted  to  teenagers,  will  include  a  live  pickup  of  Oklahoma 
4-H'ers  at  the  Tulsa  State  Fair. 


Metered  Milk 


The  University  of  Wisconsin  reports  that  it  may  soon  be  possible  to 
use  liquid  meters  to  measure  the  milk  from  individual  cows  in  much  the  same 
manner  as  gasoline  is  measured  at  a  pump.    At  present,  meters  are  being  used 
in  some  dairy  plants,  but  the  milk  from  individual  cows  must  be  weighed. 
The  meter  for  this  job  needs  to  be  economical,  trouble  free,  accurate  and 
easy  to  clean.    No  meter  which  meets  all  requirements  has  yet  been  devised, 
but  several  have  come  close.    Such  a  meter  would  also  be  useful  in  measuring 
the  milk  from  bulk  tanks  on  the  farm. 


Water — Number  One  Problem 


"Water  is  our  number  one  resource  problem",  Ervin  L.  Peterson, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  will  say  this  evening  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Soil  Conservation  Society  of  America  in  Pacific  Grove,  Calif.    He  says 
that  the  present  use  of  water  will  double  in  the  next  25  years  and  that  we 
have  now  entered  into  competition  for  the  right  to  use  water.    The  Great 
Plains  Program  and  the  Small  Watershed  Program  were  cited  as  examples  of 
well  planned,  coordinated  conservation  efforts.    Education,  experience  and 
discussion  are  items  which  he  stressed  as  necessary  for  good  conservation 
programs,  and  he  commended  the  people  of  radio,  television  and  the  press 
for  their  help  in  distributing  conservation  information.    He  says  that  more 
scientific  research  and  investigation  is  necessary  to  secure  the  knowledge 
needed  for  efficient  and  worth-while  conservation. 
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■Another  Job  for  Radio 

There  seems  no  limit  to  the  ways  radio  serves  agriculture.    Many  farmers 
and  ranchmen  who  have  wide -spread  operations  have  found  they  can  save  time  and. 
increase  efficiency  with  two-way  radio.    By  installing  radio  units  in  farm 
tractors ,  cars  and  trucks,  it  is  possible  for  the  manager  to  give  instructions 
to  field  crews  from  a  distance  of  several  miles.    Thus,  in  effect,  the  boss 
can  be  in  several  locations  at  once,  eliminating  the  need  for  extra  foremen 
and  cutting  down  on  necessary  travel.    It'll  never  replace  the  services  of 
KFDs,  but  it  is  another  way  in  which  radio  is  helping  the  modern  farmer. 

TV  Promotion  for  Meetings 

Harold  Garrett,  Ext.  Radio-TV  Specialist  at  Washington  State  College, 
has  come  up  with  what  may  be  a  new  method  of  using  materials  supplied  by  the 
USDA.    He  is  making  available  to  county  agents  in  Washington,  a  20  minute 
film  entitled  "Farm  Wiring",  and  suggests  that  they  use  it  in  planning  and 
presenting  meetings  on  this  subject.    A  USDA  publication,  "Planning  Your  Farm- 
stead Wiring  and  Lighting"  is  also  being  supplied  for  distribution  at  the 
meetings.    As  an  added  attention-getter  at  the  meetings,  Harold  encourages 
county  agents  to  use  the  recent  TV  package  on  "Farm  Wiring".    He  suggests 
they  present  the  package  on  their  local  TV  stations  as  a  form  of  promotion 
for  the  meetings.    County  agents  not  holding  meetings  also  can,  of  course, 
use  the  TV  package.    Good  stuff,  Harold. 

Fewer  Cows- -More  Milk 

Proof  that  the  dairy  industry  is  increasing  in  efficiency  was  brought 
out  in  figures  released  this  week  by  the  USDA's  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 
The  records  show  that  there  are  fewer  milk  cows  in  this  country  now  than  at 
any  time  in  the  past  27  years,  with  a  one  percent  drop  in  the  number  of  dairy 
cows  during  the  past  year.    Even  so,  total  milk  production  is  still  higher 
than  it  was  a  year  ago. 

Oops- -We  Slipped 

KEA  (and  others)  point  out  a  mistake  in  last  week's  letter- -a  case  of 
looking  at  the  calendar  wrong  (or  looking  at  the  wrong  calendar).  Anyway, 
we  moved  the  Power  Use  Workshop  up  a  month.    Correctly,  it  starts  September 
29  instead  of  August  29  as  we  reported.    As  we  said,  it  will  be  in  Denver, 
sponsored  by  the  Inter- Industry  Farm  Electric  Utilization  Council.  Details 
later. 

Fifty  Years  of  Agronomy 

Secretary  Benson  will  speak  at  the  fiftieth  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Society  of  Agronomy  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  on  November  18.    The  meet- 
ing will  begin  on  that  date  and  continue  through  November  22. 
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On  the  Nets  Sept.  2-7 

The  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  at  noon,  Sept.  7,  over  NBC  will  feature 
the  second  part  of  a  report  on  the  Water  Situation  by  Don  Lerch  from  Palo  Alto, 
California.    Also  on  this  show  will  be  a  USDA  home  feature  on  September- - 
Better  Breakfast  Month.  "* 

The  USDA  TV  package  for  mailing  on  September  5  will  be  12  still 
pictures  and  script  on  Bulk  Fertilizer  Handling. 

Claude  Mahoney  will  have  his  usual  up-to-the-minute  "Farm  News"  on  CBS 
at  9:30  a.m.  Sept.  7. 

Harold  Breimyer  of  USDA's  Ag  Marketing  Service  will  explain  the  meaning 
of  tne  Cattle  Production  Cycle  and  discuss  the  part  of  the  cycle  which  will 
be  coming  up  in  the  near  future  on  the  Clear  Channel  stations  September  7. 

A  report  of  how  Hay  Inspection  Serves  Farmers  by  Joe  Breslin  of  the 
Ag  Marketing  Service  vail  be  featured  on  the  "American  Farm  News"  over  the 
ABNetwork,  11:05  a.m.  (SDT)  September  7. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 


Rusty  Simmons  is  back  on  the  job  as  KFD  at  KMJ,  Fresno,  Cal. ,  after 
a  three-year's  absence  doing  children's  TV  programs.    Sid  Cox,  who  has  been 
doing  the  farm  shows  at  KMJ  has  moved  to  newspaper  work.  .  .  .The  University 
of  Connecticut  is  starting  a  weekly  thirty-minute  TV  show  on  OTIC ,  Hartford, 
on  September  28.  .  .  .George  German,  UNAX,  Yankton,  South  Dakota,  will  make 
his  annual  tour  to  the  Eastern  States  this  year,  beginning  on  Sept.  7  and 
ending  Sept.  20.    George  and  his  entourage  will  cover  a  number  of  eastern 
cities,  and  will  go  far  enough  north  to  include  Toronto  and  Montreal,  Canada. 

 Beginning  September  2,  Norm  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago,  will  have  twice 

as  much  work  to  do.    His  present  25  minute  noontime  show  is  being  expanded 
to  50  minutes  on  that  date.    Incidentally,  Norm's  show  for  today  was  broadcast 
from  the  site  of  the  1957  Illinois  State  Plowing  Matches  near  Huntley,  111. 


Help  Wanted 


Don  Nelson,  Radio-TV  Specialist,  Univ.  of  Connecticut,  is  looking  for 
a  full-time  assistant  to  help  him  with  extension  work  and  University  activi- 
ties.   The  person  -should  have  a  good  background  in  radio,  TV  and  film 
production  and  be  able  to  do  on-the-air  work.    A  background  in  agriculture 
is  not  necessary.    Anyone  who's  interested  should  send  picture  and  personal 
data  to  Don. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  ti  Television  Service 


